
Bexley

Wednesday, October 8, 2014

newsshopper.co.uk

60p where sold

LURED INTO A
HONEYTRAP
P27

 Police officer hit in the hand  Man charged with intent to endanger life
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A 51-year-old man has been
charged after a police officer was
shot in the hand in Welling on
Friday, October 3.

Police were called at about
9.10pm to reports of a car having
hit a lamppost and a number of
other vehicles in Westwood Lane,
Blackfen, near the Wendover Way
junction.

A short time later a man was
stopped by two Bexley officers in
Wendover Way, Welling.

One of the male officers suf-
fered a gunshot wound to the
hand from a handgun.

A weapon and ammunition
were recovered at the scene.

Damien Seymour, 27, was in the
kitchen of his semi-detached
home in Wendover Way when he
heard a shot.

The cable jointer said: “I heard
a bang, which I thought was a

firework, to be honest. Within
about five or six seconds there
were blue lights outside my drive-
way and two police officers had a
guy on the floor.

“One of them had blood coming
out of his hand. He was pinned
down right where the end of my
driveway meets the pavement.”

Minutes earlier Penny Duggan,
39, was in her car heading to-
wards Welling when she saw the
driver of the Land Rover, believed
to be Michael Olsen, swerve and
smash into railings outside the
George Staples pub.

The book editor said: “He kind
of wedged himself on the railings
and put his foot right down to free
the car and carry on moving.

“He then crashed into the
pedestrian crossing.

“His face was full of absolute
rage and fury, I had never seen
anything like it.

“It was a miracle no one was
hurt because if anyone had been
standing on the crossing they
would have been hit.”

Wendover Way was cordoned off
until about 6pm on Saturday, Oc-
tober 4, while the Metropolitan
Police’s specialist gang and
firearms unit Trident carried out
an investigation. A weapon and
ammunition were found.

The two officers involved were
both taken to Queen Mary’s
Hospital in Sidcup for treatment.

Both since been discharged.
The Metropolitan Police is

providing them with welfare
support.

Bexley borough commander,
Superintendent Peter Ayling,
said: “This incident highlights
the dangers police officers can

face as they go about their job.
“My officers, knowing
they were faced with a
man in possession of a
firearm, did not shirk
from their duty to pro-
tect Londoners. They
bravely confronted this

man, disarmed him and
arrested him. I cannot

praise their courage enough.”
Michael Olsen, of Lavinia Road,

Dartford, appeared at Bexley
Magistrates’ Court on Monday,
October 6, charged with threats to
kill, possession of a firearm with
intent to endanger life, possession
of ammunition, GBH and danger-
ous driving.

He was remanded in custody
until October 20, when he will
appear at Inner London Crown
Court.
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“The officers bravely
confronted this man,
disarmed him and
arrested him. I
cannot praise
their courage
enough ’’
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